Amazon’s website not ready for Prime time pageawz 


Che Star-Led 


$1.50 FINAL EDITION TUESDAY, JULY 17, 2018 


HELSINKI 


TRUMP STANDS 


BY PUTIN’S SIDE 


Embracing a foe, president draws allies’ ire after 
questioning U.S. intel on election interference 


President Donald Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin shake hands Monday during a joint press conference at the Presidential 


Palace in Helsinki. Jussi Nukari, Lehtikuva via Associated Press 


Jonathan Lemire, Jill Colvin and Vladimir Isachenkov 
Associated press 


In an extraordinary embrace of a longtime U.S. enemy, 
President Donald Trump on Monday openly questioned his 
own intelligence agencies’ firm finding that Russia med- 
dled in the 2016 U.S. election to his benefit, seeming to 
accept Russian President Vladimir Putin’s insistence that 
Moscow’s hands were clean. 

The reaction back home was immediate and visceral, 
among fellow Republicans as well as usual Trump critics. 
“Shameful,” “disgraceful,” “weak,” were a few of the com- 
ments. Makes the U.S. “look like a pushover,” said GOP Sen. 
Bob Corker of Tennessee. 

Trump’s meeting with Putin in Helsinki was his first 
time sharing the international stage with a man he has 
described as an important U.S. competitor — but whom he 
has also praised as a strong, effective leader. 

His remarks, siding with a foe on foreign soil over his 
own government, was a stark illustration of Trump’s will- 
ingness to upend decades of U.S. foreign policy and rattle 
Western allies in service of his political concerns. A wary 
and robust stance toward Russia has been a bedrock of 
his party’s world view. But Trump made clear he feels that 
any firm acknowledgement of Russia’s involvement would 
undermine the legitimacy of his election. 

Standing alongside Putin, Trump steered clear of any 
confrontation with the Russian, going so far as to question 
American intelligence and last week’s federal indictments 
that accused 12 Russians of hacking into Democratic email 
accounts to hurt Hillary Clinton in 2016. 

“T have great confidence in my intelligence people, but I 
SEE TRUMP, A4 
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N.J. reps join others 
in Congress slamming 
‘shameful’ spectacle 


Staff and wire reports 


“Bizarre.” “Shameful.” “Disgraceful.” 

That’s the swift and sweeping condemnation directed 
at President Donald Trump on Monday after he sided with 
Russian President Vladimir Putin during a stunning appear- 
ance in Helsinki — and that’s just from the Republicans. 

Lawmakers in both major parties and former intelli- 
gence officials appeared shocked, dismayed and uneasy 
with Trump’s suggestion that he believes Putin’s denial of 
interfering in the 2016 elections. It was a remarkable break 
with U.S. intelligence officials and the Justice Department. 
And just as alarming for some, Trump also put the two 
countries on the same footing when casting blame for their 
strained relations. 

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., called it “one of the most dis- 
graceful performances by an American president in mem- 
ory.” Sen. Ben Sasse, R-Neb., called it “bizarre.” Sen. Jeff 
Flake, R-Ariz., called it “shameful.” 

The critics included those in the New Jersey 
SEE BACKLASH, A4 
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Ex-priest 
tells of 
abuse 

by bishop 


McCarrick’s ouster ended 
confidentiality agreement 


Kelly Heyboer and Ted Sherman 
For The Star-Ledger 


Catholic dioceses in New Jersey paid two 
former priests a total of $180,000 after they 
said Cardinal Theodore McCarrick sexu- 
ally abused them, according to a New York 
Times report. 

The settlements included $80,000 paid 
to a former priest turned lawyer from New 
Jersey, who said McCarrick would invite 
him and other young seminarians and 
priests to a Shore house in Sea Girt, where 
they would be expected to share a bed with 
the man who once headed the Metuchen 
and, later, Newark dioceses, the report said. 

Robert Ciolek, the onetime priest who 
said he was abused by McCarrick for years, 
said he felt unable to say no when the then- 
bishop would rub his back and touch him 
in bed. 

“In the corporate world, there are ways 
to report misconduct,” Ciolek, 57, told the 
New York Times in a story published Mon- 
day. “You have a (human resources) con- 
tact, you have a legal department, or you 
have anonymous reporting, you have sys- 
tems. Does the Catholic Church have that? 
How is a priest supposed to report abuse or 
wrong activity by his bishop? What is their 
stated vehicle for anyone to do that? I don’t 
think it exists.” 

McCarrick, who ultimately became a 
cardinal, was removed from public minis- 
try last month after he was accused of sex- 
ually abusing a teenage boy nearly 50 years 
ago while he was a priest in New York. He 
is one of the highest-ranking American 
church officials to have been removed from 
ministry over sex abuse allegations. 

On the day he was removed, the Archdi- 
ocese of Newark revealed for the first time 
McCarrick had been previously accused of 
sexual misconduct with adults during his 
SEE PRIESTS, A6 
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Ath child dead after fire 


The Hudson County Prosecutor’s Office 
on Monday released the identities of 
four children who died after a fire Friday 
morning in Union City. Page A3 
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